ROUSSEAU AND NATURALISM IN EDUCATION   99
enthusiastic, and ardent presentation have completely
overbalanced its contradictions and logical deficien-
cies.
The most marked feature of the Rousselian education itisanti
and the one most subject to criticism has .been its ex-
treme revolt against civilization and all social control,
A state of nature is held to be the ideal condition, and
all social relations are regarded as degenerate. The
child is to be brought up in isolation by the laws of
brute necessity and to have no social or political educa-
tion until he is fifteen, when an impossible set of expe-
dients |or bringing him into touch with his fellows is
devised!  The absurdity of this anti-social  education
/*;
has   always   been   keenly   felt. ^Children   cannot   be
reared in a social vacuum, nor can they be trained
merely as world citizens to the complete exclusion of
specific governmental authority. And although society
may become stereotyped and corrupt, it yet furnishes
the means of carrying the accumulated race experience
and attainments.^ One should remember, however, that
the times and the cause had need of just so extreme a
doctrine. The reformer is often forced to assume the
position of a fanatic, in order to secure attention for his
propaganda. Had Rousseau's cry been uttered a gen-
eration later, when society had become less artificial
and more responsive to popular rights, it might have
contained less exaggeration. [But at the time such,